(long)INTRODUCTION FOR HANS FLORINE  pronounced (Honz Floor-reen)

“The 3,000-foot tall Nose route on the cliff known as El Capitan is the world’s most famous rock climb, on the world’s most famous rock, in the world’s most famous Climbing Destination, Yosemite National Park California.  It was first climbed in 1958 with 45 days of effort spread over an 18 month period.   The second ascent, three years later, took seven days.  14 years later, in 1975 the route was climbed in a single day. – Which is pretty amazing considering even today 20XX the average party takes three days to do the climb.  Hans first entered the Yosemite speed climbing scene in 1990 when the Nose Record was at nine hours.    Hans broke, set and re-broke the record time over the next three years.  His record of four hours and 22 minutes stood for the next nine years.   It was broken in 2001, and Hans had to get off the couch and recapture the record.  On September 29th 2002 he took the record down to two hours and 48 minutes where it stood for another five years. Professional climbers and brothers from Germany the Hubers came armed with a million dollar filming budget and broke the record by 2 minutes in the fall of 2007. Hans came back again in the summer of 2008 and broke the Huber’s record by 2 minutes. Then came back in the fall of 2008 and broke his own record down to 2:37:05 where the record stands today.

 “Hans is obsessed with speed.  He’ll time just about anything.  Hans has negotiated the VISA card phone tree, and he had a $35 late fee removed - in less than seven minutes. His best time for changing a diaper - 42 seconds.  His best In and Out burger stop - 14 minutes and 24 seconds, shaving his face clean, with no cuts – three minutes 22 seconds. Hans’s record time closing a HELOC is 3 weeks and 5 days, signing 37 pages of docs with 21 signatures and 18 initials in 43 minutes.
However, Speed CLIMBING is definitely where Hans has made his biggest mark in the world.  He literally wrote the book on Speed Climbing,  It’s now in it’s second edition. Hans has also authored an audio CD on using the art of speed in everyday life.
Hans won the first 16 speed climbing events that he entered.  He has been the US National Speed  Climbing Champion 9 times in the past 15 years, and he won the first World Speed Climbing Championships in 1991.  Hans won gold the first three years in a row at the ESPN XGAMES Speed Climbing event.

This man lives to compete. Hans was an All American Pole vaulter. During Hans’s time in the corporate world his competitive addiction led him to break all standards of production, quality, and accuracy.

Hans is happily married and a father of a 6 year old boy and a 9-year old girl.  No speed records to report here.  

Please welcome Hans Florine.”

 AFTER THE PROGRAM
Please meet me on the platform and announce:

"Hans will be available [Please mention the location]  to sign his books, DVDs, CDs, and posters for you, and he would be excited to hear about any speed records you might have."
